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Agenda

• Introductions, Haven Healthcare and Overview of Drug Importation Landscape
• Kate Johnson, NGA Health

• Federal Regulations and State Drug Importation Efforts
• Jane Horvath, Horvath Health Policy

view of Federal Regulations and State Efforts
• Utah Perspective on Drug Importation  

• Rep. Norm Thurston, Utah House of Representatives

• Prescription Drug Affordability Boards
• Jane Horvath, Horvath Health Policy
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Haven Healthcare

• Non-profit established by Amazon, Berkshire Hathaway, and JPMorgan Chase in January 
2018 

• Focus on improving health outcomes, patient experience, and lowering costs for U.S.-
based employees and families from the three companies

• Objectives include: 
• Easier access to primary care
• Simpler and more user-friendly insurance benefits 
• Affordable prescription drugs
• Effective use of data and technology

• Amazon and JPMorgan Chase piloting new health plans for employees in select states

• Atul Gawande, recently stepped down as CEO, now Chairman
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Drug Importation Landscape
Federal Action
• Current law allows for wholesale importation of certain drugs from Canada if certain conditions are 

met, including certification by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS), no additional risk to health and safety and significant reduction in cost to the consumer.

• July 2019 – Safe Importation Action Plan
• Pathway 1: States, wholesalers, or pharmacists can submit plans for importation of Health-Canada 

approved drugs for HHS 
• Pathway 2: Manufacturers may import versions of drug products that they sell in foreign countries that are 

the same as the U.S. approved versions

• December 2019 – Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Pathway 1)

State Action
• Bills introduced in 23 states in 2020
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Laws Enacted (2018 –
2020)

Concept Papers 
Submitted to HHS

• Colorado
• Florida
• Maine
• New Mexico
• Vermont

• Colorado
• Florida
• Maine
• Vermont

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb19-005
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2019/19
http://legislature.maine.gov/bills/display_ps.asp?snum=129&paper=SP0392&PID=1456
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=1&year=20
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2018/S.175
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Colorado%20Draft%20SIP%20%20-%20Version%203-9-2020.pdf
https://ahca.myflorida.com/executive/communications/requested_documents/Florida_Canadian_Prescription_Drug_Importation_Concept_Paper.pdf
https://ngaorg1-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ngabox_nga_org/EWAqDxSQ_MpLmxvhco1hqOEBc_rXOHBqbdQNwOdhTK6rcQ
https://crain-platform-cmh-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/graphics/2019/Vermont_concept_paper_imports.pdf
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Importation: Proposed Regulation
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Importation:  State and Local Activities
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State Importation Law and Bills
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Utah Perspective on 
Drug Importation  



Prescription Drug Affordability Board

Horvath Health Policy, Innovations in Healthcare Financing Policy



Contact information:
Email:  OCIRXDrugTaskForce@wisconsin.gov

Website:  RxDrugTaskForce.WI.gov
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